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The following pages are the student 
pages…the ones you will run off, that 

they will complete to create their 
Informational Text Feature Notebook.   

 

Knowing and using informational text 
feature knowledge while reading and 

writing, is not a new standard but this 
notebook, however, is current, 

relevant to the information age of the 
21st century and aligned to the RIT 

(Reading Informational Text) standards 
of the Common Core   

 

Use of this notebook aligns to the 
following reading standards:  

1.RIT.5, 2.RIT.5, 3.RIT.5  
…and lays the groundwork for the 

Informative/Explanatory  
writing standards: 
1.W.2, 2.W.2, 3.W.2  

in addition to research skill vocabulary 
necessary for the Information 

Technology curriculum. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
 

88888888888888888888888888888888888 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Here is an example of how labels are used. 
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Here is an example of how photographs are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how captions are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
 

88888888888888888888888888888888888 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Here is an example of how headings are used. 
 

 
 

helloliteracy.blogspot.com 



A feature of informational text is: 
 

88888888888888888888888888888888888 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Here is an example of how comparisons are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how cut-aways are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how maps are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how close-ups are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how the Table of Contents is used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how the title page is used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
 

88888888888888888888888888888888888 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Here is an example of how the index is used. 
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Here is an example of how the glossary is used. 
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Here is an example of how tables are used. 
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Here is an example of how diagrams are used. 
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Here is an example of how pronunciation guides are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how key words are used. 
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Here is an example of how timelines are used. 
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Here is an example of how recipes are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how a how-to page is used. 
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Here is an example of how facts and figures are used. 
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Here is an example of how sidebars are used. 
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Here is an example of how menu bars are used. 
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Here is an example of how electronic menus are used. 
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Here is an example of how hyperlinks are used. 
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Here is an example of how icons are used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how a dedication page is used. 
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how a Meet the Author page is used. 
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The following pages are teacher 
pages…a guide to what the student 
pages should or will look like when 
completed.  Feel free to adjust the 

feature definitions to meet the 
vocabulary level and language of your 
students. Feel free to delete feature 
pages that are not appropriate for 

your class. 
 

When teaching informational text 
features, I would add teach one or two 

features a day.  When teaching a 
feature and adding pages to the 
student notebooks, pull several 

informational texts that show the 
same feature so students can so how 
different informational text authors 
vary the feature from book to book.  
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A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how labels are used. 
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Labels are word tags 
that point to different 
parts of something 
important. 

Image Source: dj003.k12.sd.us 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how photographs are used. 
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Photographs are pictures 
taken with a camera. 
They illustrate exactly 
what something looks like. 

Image Source: J. Jones 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how captions are used. 
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Captions are words  
under a picture that 
describe what’s 
happening in the picture. 

Image Source: Endangered Pandas by John Crossingham 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how headings are used. 
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A heading tells the reader 
what the upcoming 
section is going to be 
about. 

Image Source: Amazing Biome Projects You Can Build Yourself by Donna Latham  

 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how comparisons are used. 
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They help us understand 
characteristics of an 
object by comparing it to 
something else familiar. 

Image Source: Sharks! By Catherine Nichols 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how cut-aways are used. 
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Cut-aways or cross-sections, 
show the reader a view of 
the inside by leaving off the 
outside layer. 

Image Source: Why Why Why does my Heart begin to race? by Miles Kelly Publishing 



A feature of informational text is: 
 

88888888888888888888888888888888888 

 

__________________________________________ 
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Here is an example of how maps are used. 
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Maps are picture tools 
that help us know the 
location of where things 
are in the world.  

Image Source: The Seattle Times 



A feature of informational text is: 
 

88888888888888888888888888888888888 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 
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Here is an example of how close-ups are used. 
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Close-ups show larger “up 
close” detail in something 
that is already small and 
hard to see.   

Image Source: From Head to Toe by Barbara Seuling 



A feature of informational text is: 
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__________________________________________ 
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Here is an example of how the Table of Contents is used. 
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The Table of Contents 
identifies the main ideas 
and tells us the pages they 
are on.   

Image Source: Butterflies! Time for Kids Science Scoops 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how the title page is used. 
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The title pages shows 
the title, the author, the 
publisher and usually a 
title illustration. 

Image Source: Whale by Eyewitness Books 



A feature of informational text is: 
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__________________________________________ 

 

Here is an example of how the index is used. 
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The Index is an alphabetical 
listing of vocabulary and 
the page number where 
those words are found. 

Image Source: Extreme Sports by Richard Platt 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how the glossary is used. 
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The glossary helps a 
reader by defining key 
vocabulary words that are 
in the book. 

Image Source: Animal Look-Alikes by Rachel Griffiths 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how tables are used. 
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A table is a graph or 
chart that summarizes 
information and is used 
to compare things. 

Image Source: How Do Insects Grow? By Newbridge GO Books Series 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how diagrams are used. 
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Diagrams show or explain 
how or what something 
looks like with labels or 
captions. 

Image Source: The Usborne Book of Inventors by Da Vinci to Biro 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how s pronunciation guide is used. 
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They help us know how to 
to pronounce the word by 
showing it chunked apart in 
syllables. 

Image Source: The Story of Chocolate by C.J. Polin 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how key words are used. 
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Key words are colored or 
bold print words, in italics 
or vary in size and font. 
They signal importance. 

Image Source: Animal Appetites by Martin Chu 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how timelines are used. 
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A timeline is a chart of 
information that shows 
events in order 

Image Source: www.infographicsdesign.org 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how recipes are used. 
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A recipe is a set of 
instructions for making or 
preparing something that 
is cooked or baked . 

Image Source: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how instructions are used. 
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A How-To page gives a set 
of instructions given to 
the reader in the order in 
which they must be done. 

Image Source: The Quicksand Book by Tomie dePaola 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how facts and figures are used. 
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Facts and figures tell a 
reader additional factual or 
statistical information about 
the topic. 

Image Source: www.thatsfit.com/Amazing Dinosaurs by Dougal Dixon 

OR 

http://www.thatsfit.com/


A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how sidebars are used. 
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Sidebars are boxes of 
text placed beside the 
main text and expand on 
the ideas and information. 

Image Source: Secrets of Mummies by Harriet Griffey 
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Here is an example of how menu bars are used. 
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Menu bars are used on 
internet sites to give the 
reader more topic options 
within the website 

Image Source: Secrets of Mummies by Harriet Griffey 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how electronic menus are used. 
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These are digital displays of 
information that readers 
can manipulate depending on 
the options and choices. 

Image Source: www.emenuworld.com 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how hyperlinks are used. 
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This is a link to another 
location or file, usually 
activated by clicking on a  
word or image. 

Image Source: en.flossmanuals.com 
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Here is an example of how icons are used. 
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An icon is a symbol or 
image that represents 
something else and/or 
links to something else. 

Image Source: www.iconexpo.com 



A feature of informational text is: 
 

88888888888888888888888888888888888 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Here is an example of how a dedication page is used. 
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A dedication page tells who 
the author is writing the 
book for and anything else 
the author wants to share. 

Image Source: Penguins! By Wayne Lynch 



A feature of informational text is: 
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Here is an example of how Meet the Author pages are used. 
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A Meet the Author gives 
background information 
about the author of the 
book, and sometimes a photo. 

Image Source: All About Owls by Jim Arnosky 



The following pages are the images 
you may or may not use when 
students are creating their 
Informational Text Features 

Notebooks.   Using text feature 
examples with real images help 

students see how authors vary the 
feature from book to book.  It also 
helps students understand why an 
author chooses to use one feature 

over another and each feature has a 
different purpose for getting 

information across to the reader and 
selecting features that make the 
important information stand out.   
If you choose to use these image 

sheets, you will copy or print enough 
for each student in your class to 

have one.  Some sheets have 6 per 
page and some sheets have 4 per 

page, so print accordingly.   

www.helloliteracy.blogspot.com 
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Image Source: All About Owls by Jim Arnosky 



The following pages are 
informational text feature 

posters.  You can print them on 
cardstock and laminate them.  It is 
totally up to you, and depending on 

your classroom wall space, you 
may decide not to display up in 

your classroom, but attach them 
to your whiteboard with a magnet 
as you are learning them.  You may 
also decide that after you laminate 
them that you would rather punch 
a hole in the corner or make three 
holes and make a book out of the 

posters for your classroom 
library. Again, I added the posters 
as one more strategy of anchoring 

the learning of “knowing and 
applying informational text 
features and search tools”.   

www.helloliteracy.blogspot.com 
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Labels are word 
tags that point to 
different parts of 

something 
important and name 
the important part. 
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Photographs are 
pictures taken with 

a camera. They 
illustrate exactly 
what something 

looks like. 
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Captions are words 
by a photograph or 

illustration that 
describe what’s 
happening in the 

picture. 
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Headings tell the 
reader what the 

upcoming section is 
going to be about. 
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Comparisons help us 
understand 

characteristics of an 
object by comparing 
it to something else 

familiar. 
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Cut-aways or 
cross-sections, 

show the reader a 
view of the inside 
by leaving off the 

outside layer. 
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Maps are picture 
tools that help us 

know the location of 
where things are in 

the world. 
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Close-ups show 
larger “up close” 

detail in something 
that is already small 

and hard to see. 
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The Table of 
Contents identifies 
the main ideas and 

tells us which pages 
they are on in the 

book. 
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The title pages show 
the title, the author, 

the publisher and 
usually an illustration 

or photograph. 
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The index is an 
alphabetical listing of 
vocabulary and the 

page number where 
those words are 

found in the book. 
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The glossary helps a 
reader by defining 

key vocabulary 
words that are in 
used in the book. 



 

 

 

 
 

helloliteracy.blogspot.com 

A table is a graph  
or chart that 
summarizes 

information and is 
used to compare 

things. 
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Diagrams show or 
explain how or what 

something looks  
like, like with labels 

or captions. 
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Pronunciation guides 
help us know how  
to pronounce the  

word by showing it 
chunked apart in 

syllables. 
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Key words are 
colored or bold print 
words, in italics or 

vary in size and font. 
They signal 
importance. 
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A timeline is a 
chart of 

information in 
sequence that 

shows events in 
order. 



 

 

 

 
 

helloliteracy.blogspot.com 

A recipe is a set of 
instructions for 

making or preparing 
something that is 
cooked or baked. 
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A How-To page gives 
a set of instructions 
to the reader in the 
order in which they 

must be done. 
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Facts and figures 
tell a reader 

additional factual or 
statistical 

information about 
the topic. 
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Sidebars are boxes 
of text placed beside 

the main text and 
expand on the ideas 

and information. 
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Menu bars are used 
on internet sites to 

give the reader 
more topic options 
within the website. 
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These are digital 
displays of information 

that readers can 
manipulate depending 

on the options and 
choices. 
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When using a 
computer, this is a link 
to another location or 
file, usually activated 
by clicking on a word 

or image. 
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An icon is a symbol 
or image that 
represents 

something else 
and/or links to 
something else. 
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A dedication page 
shows who the author 

is writing the book 
for, and any other 
words the author 

would like to share. 
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A Meet the Author 
page gives 
background 

information about the 
author, and sometimes 

a photo of them. 



 

By purchasing this product, you agree to use in for yourself, 

in your home (if you are a homeschooler) or in your 

classroom.  This purchase allows to make enough copies for 

the students in your class, not the entire grade level.  Please 

direct your teammates to my TpT store so they may 

purchase this product for themselves.  In a digital age, we 

must be models of digital citizenship and be responsible with 

our e-goods.  TpT is a fair marketplace and I appreciate you 

supporting the digital endeavor.  If you have any questions 

about this product or have a special request of something 

else you’d like included  here, please email me at 

helloliteracy.blogspot.com. 
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